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A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

October 28,2016 

V)IAU.S. MAIL ̂ E-MAIL 

JeffS.Jonlan 
OfiSoe of General Counsd 
Federal Election Coiniiiission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Wastaington, DC 20463 

Re: FECMl)R7131 
OnrFiieNe.! SVC343S.001 

DearMr. Joidan: 

We are miting as counsel to Senior Votes Count in response to the coiDplaint filed Brian 
Griset on August 22,2016 "CtmiplainO* in MUR 7131. 

Introdaetton 

The Complaint was filed against Congresswoman Carol Shea-Poiter, a member of her 
Congressional staff, Susan Mayer, and Senior Votes Coun^ alleg^ violations of, among ofiier 
proviamis, 11 C.F.R. Sections 10921 and 104.3. The Complaint contains unavtbstantiated 

fidsilBed and delayed repoitiiig its activities. The Complaiiit is purely speculative and does not 
piovide any fimtual or legal basis for asseiting a violation of the Federal Election Canipaign Act 
of 1971, as ammided ("die Act") or Commission regulations. Consequently, there is no reason to 
believe diat Senior Votes Count may have violated any pioviaonofdiB Act, and the 
Commission should dismiss the CQmplaint with respect to Senior Votes Count 

Analysu 

Senim: Votes Count (^VC") is a nonoonneeted committee that was established to help elect 
leaderen^udll protect and advance the rig^ of older Americans. SVC is composed of 
volunteers who work tirelessly to |»omote candidates foat have made a commitment to protect 
Social Security, Medicare and Mtedieaid, support the Affordable Care Act, and to encourage 
prospective voters to partidpote in the political process. SVC legislBred with the FEC as anon-
connected committee on March 28,2014. Jon Bauman, one of die Conmdttec'a co-founders, is a 
peifoimer who is best known as "Bowzei" from the hit TV series and miisica! group, **5118 NB 
Na** Since 2004, Mr. Bauman has traveled the country delivering peisonBl endorsements and 
niaMwg qgreatances in support ofdoans of Democratic cougtessicnal candidates. 
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The CQmplaiot alleges cooidination between Mr. Bauman and Congiesswoman Shea-Porter 
and/or Ms. Mayer for a radio advertisemeiit iqjKMted by SVC totalii^ S3,000. Under 
Commission leguladons, a communication is coordinated, and tfanefoie treated as a mm-
monetaiy contributimi to a candidate, if the communication is: (I) paid for. In whole or in part, 
by a person other than that candidate; (2) satisfies at least one of the content standards; and (3) 
satisfies at least one of the conduct standards set forth in the regulations, such as a request or 
suggestion by tiie candidate, or material involvement by tiie candidate. (See 11 CJ.R. 
§10921(a).) 

I The Complaint refers to a number ofcampaign and electionrielated events where Mr. Bauman 
8 and Congiesswoman Shea-PoitBr were in attendance, hi feet, die Cornplaint includes a byperiink 
0 toaphotografdiofMr.BainnanandCongresswoinanSiea-PortertakeaataCongtestional 
4 debate on October 21,2014. Complainant also includes another photognqih of Mr. Bauman, 
4 Congresswoman Shea-Porter and a woman vdio the complainant identifies as Ms. Mayer at tiie 
4 Shea-Porter campaign ofiBce in tiie manthfeading up to tiie November 2014 election. SVC 
0 cannot confirm whether the individual in the pht^paph is, in feet, Susan Mayer. These 
7 jfeotographs serve as die basis for complainant posang highly speculative questions such as, 
1 "How dose of a relationship did Jon Bauman and Carol Shea-Porter have?" and "Was it emnipi 
^ for them to conspire to circumvent election laws?" 

The coniplalnant, however, does not provide any fectual support for the allegation that SVC*s 
radio adi^sement was coordinated witii the Shea-Porter campaign. Ihe (^plaint, instead, is 
filled with mere innuendo. The feet of the matter is, in 2014, Mr. Bauman traveled across the 

Shea-Porter, who were locked in tight elections - j ust as he has done in countless prior election 
cycles. Despite attempts by complainant to connect the events, Mr. Bauman's appearances in 
support of Congresswoman Shea-Porter do not meet any of the conduct standards set forth in the 
FEC's coordination regulations. The FEC has previously declined to pursue coordinatimi claims 

a supporter,^ and whne the alleged coordination was based <m parties appearing to^tiier at 
political events prior to the publication oftiie communication at issue.^ Thus, absent some actual 
evidence, the mere inference of coordination between Nfr. Bauman and the SbeapPorter 
campaign is insuflSdent to meet the conduct standard.^ 

Moreover, and again without any basis, tiie Complaint alleges tiiat Senior Votes Count felslfied 
donor infoimstion contained in SVC's campaign filings presumably to "cover-up" the 
coordination tiiat was allegedly taking place. SVC received a contribution fiiom Susan Mayer. 
She made her contribution through Act Blue, which fuovided her occupation infinmation to 
Senior Votes Count as "Not Enployed" and listed her emidoyer as "None." A printout of tire 
donor* s information provided to SVC by Act Blue titowing her occipation/employer as "not 
employed" ud"nonC" is attached for your reference. Thus, SVC accuratdyrqported the 
donor's information exactly as it recdved the information finm Act Blue, tiie intermediary in tiie 
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transaction. Wbiy donor information was provided to SVC in that form is beyond the 
knowledge of Senior Votes Count 

Finally, the Complaint alleges that SVC intentionally delayed and failed to timely file 
independent expenditure reports for the radio advertisements in suppmt of Cbngresswoman 
Shea-Porter. Any quesUon with respect to the reporting of the independent expenditure has 
already been addressed in the Committee's response to tiie Conunission's request for additional 
information dated January S, 201S. (fte 
http://docquery.fec.gov/pd&751/lS9S06047Sl/lS9S06047Sl.pdf.) As reflected by that prior 
response, any suggestion that the Committee intentionally delayed in disclosing the radio 
advertismnent is totally lacking in merit 

Coodusion 

For the reasons described herein, the Complaint does not contain any fhcts or legal basis for 
asserting a possible violation of the Act by Senior Votes Count Moreover, even had tiie parties 
engaged in the coordination alleged in the complaint, the $3,000 radio advertisement at issue 
would have resulted in an excess contribution of only $400.* 

Therefore, we respectfully request that the Commission dismiss this matter, and take no further 
action against Senior Votes Count 

Very truly 

SJKrsjs 

Enclosures 

cc: Donna Rawls (via U.S. Mail and E-mail) 

* During the 2013-2014 election cycle, the contribution limit to a federal candidate was $2,600 per election. 
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Contribution Details 

Susan Mayer $3,110.00 

28 OcloiMr, 2014 at Odr PM 

BmngAMms OBnttetiMB 
20S8wy8rlM 
Loo, NH 09881 

Ooeupatleii / Employer 
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